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In all buildings to be used by the 
public, such as Public Baths, Public 
Comfort Stations and Public Schools, 
it is imperative that good plumbing 
and heating be installed. Because in 
all accommodations provided for pub- 
lic use, the health, comfort and con- 
venience of the public must be con- 
served. Also because a high standard 
of sanitation and heating in buildings 
frequented by the public will elevate 
taste and raise individual standards, 
thus securing better conditions in pri- 
vate places. 
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“The pen is mightier 


. e ' than the sword.” 
Live Wires! The actions of men | 
il fter them. 
Three Great hie pinnae iviliza 
S S CcClV Za- 
Conventions tion through all ages 
Tremendous have been bespattered 
with the blood of he- ( 
Forces for sso 
Trade Reform. Were it not that the ( 
— human mind has been 
Manufacturers ever one grand store- 


house of hypotheses, 
and we today would still 
Jobbers sharpen be groping in an age 
their axes for darkened by supersti- 
: tion, idolatry and _ in- 
Imperative activity. 

Action The songs of the 
Messenian schoolmas- 
ter aroused all Greece 
to action. Those were the days when men’s hearts 
were stirred by martial song to resent with deadly 
combat the slightest indignity. 

“Nor was there a man dismayed” in the famous 
charge at Balaklava. Here was the most wanton sacri- 
fice of human life ever chronicled. 

But all those help form the stepping stones of civiliza- 
tion. And civilization in this day and age is synony- 
mous with commercialism. 

The day is fast approaching when every nation whose 
people drink in the Creator’s glorious rays of sunshine, 
the most potent force of activity in our little universe, 
will be ashamed of the deeds of men whose life work 
was the annihilation of their brothers through mere 
brute force. 


The supremacy of intellect is to be the watchword | 
of America. The mental horizon of mankind in this 
country is enlarging, and before many’years we will 
have men of the caliber of that mighty commoner Pitt, | 
whose exalted stations in life and forensic eloquence 
will drive the gnats from Washington and clean the 
“Augean stables” of this nation’s capital. 

Napoleon was a commanding genius, but the poor, 
half-starved hulks of humanity he sent against Mos- 
cow, and whose bones enrich the soil of central Europe, 
shattered the aspirations of this mighty campaigner. 
The battle of Waterloo disclosed his pitiable depend- 
ence upon men whose vitality had been sapped through 
an intoxication born of past successes. 


In life’s great battle the men who win are those 
whose fortitude is backed with a mind enriched by 
concentration of purpose. They are men of principle. 
They are men of action. 











The decisive victory at Trafalgar against the navies 
of the world showed the commanding intellect of Lord 
Nelson and the bravery and wisdom of the men at his 
back. 

When Dewey sent his famous command to Gridley 
to fire when ready, he knew the men behind the guns. 
He knew the mental caliber of those men far out- 
weighed the effete and degenerate apologies of men 


(Continued on Page 251) 
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PUBLIC BATHS 


Read by Jno. K. Allen, Member American Society of Inspectors of Plumbing and Sanitary Engineers: 
Assoc. Member American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers; Member Royal 
Sanitary Institute of Great Britain; Member American Public 
Health Association, etc. 





The modern public bath is hardly older than the 
middle of the nineteenth century. The practice of 
public bathing, which had spread all over the civil- 
ized world in the palmy days of Rome, disappeared 
entirely when the empire fell. The public baths of 
Rome were public pleasure resorts, provided with 
gymnasia, amphitheaters, gardens and courts, and 
often with libraries, reading rooms and places tor 
public orators. But of these magnificent establish- 
ments only the ruins have survived, lasting down 
through the Middle Ages into our own time to re- 
mind us of the important place which this institution 
occupied in the social life of the ancients. 

Only after several centuries of neglect was public : Sensis 
bathing again heard of in Europe, army physicians First floor plan of modern bathhouse shown at Berlin 
being among the first to perceive and urge their Industrial Bynivition. 1896" Reproduced ehrough the cour 
worth. In England, following the passage of the 
Public Bath and Wash House Act of 1846, public bath was really needed. Here a shower bath for 
baths were built, first in Liverpool and then in the working people was tested, with such successful 


























other principal] 
cities. France fol- 
lowed in 1850 with 
a law empowering 
the Minister of 
Commerce to erect 
public bath houses, 
and Belgium, in 
1854, and Austria, 
Germany, Switzer- 
land and Italy not 
long afterward 
took similar action. 

But while all 
these were nomin- 
ally public baths, 
they were too 
costly and too ele- 
gant in their con- 
struction and dec- 
oration to attract 
the poorer classes. 
And it remained 
for the Berlin Pub- 
lic Health Exhibi- 
tion of 1883 to 





: Ruins of the baths of Caracalla in Rome, illustrating the magnificent character of pub- 
show what kind of lic baths in that age. Reproduced through the courtesy of “Modern Sanitation.” 
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BATHS OF DIOCLETIAN—245-313 A. D. 


Edmond Paulin, architect. From “Restaurations des Monuments Antiques.” Printed in 
tures on Plumbing and Sanitation,” to be published by “Domestic Engineering.” 


Restoration by advance from J. Pickering Putnam's “Lec- 
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Model Bathhouse of the Berlin Society for People’s Baths shown at the Ber- 
lin Industrial Exhibition, 1896. Reproduced through the courtesy of the De- 
partment of Commerce and Labor, U. S.A. 
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results that it was immediately adopted by several for the use of which ~ 

German cities, as well as for military barracks and fees were charged Pigg ay Pg ee a 
factories. The first of these “people’s baths’ was had existed at a few aths in the United States. 
built in Vienna in 1887, being a shower bath with of the great seaport towns, notably Boston. This 
72 bathing cabinets. latter city maintained beach baths from 1866 until 
1898, when it opened its first municipal bath. The 
first bath in America with both hot and cold water 
had been opened at 
Yonkers, Sept. 3, 
1896. 

Another bath was 
opened at Yonkers in 
1r898. And the Riv- 
ington street bath, the 
first of New York 
City’s several large 
baths, was built under 


It was a reflex of this German movement which 
struck America a few years later. Dr. Simon 
Jaruch, who had been investigating the subject in 
Germany, made in New York, in the year 1889, the 
first plea heard in this country for public shower 
baths. His plea attracted attention, and by 1891 
the movement had increased to considerable dimen- 
sions. As a result of this agitation the New York 
Legislature passed, in 1895, a public bath law. 














This law provides that all cities having a popu- 
lation of more than 50,000 shall establish and main- 
tain such free public baths as the local board of | 
health shall deem necessary ; and 
any city or village with less than 
50,000 population may borrow 
on its credit or appropriation of 
its funds for this purpose. The —4.. gp jfernwttt: 
baths must be open fourteen 
hours a day, and hot and cold 
water must be provided. The 
maintenance of a river, lake or 
ocean-front bath is not to be con- 
sidered a compliance with the act. 


The first bath built under this 
law was that of Buffalo, opened 
Jan. 1, 1897. This is one of the 


very first free baths in America. Cross sectional elevation, model bath house shown at the Berlin Industrial 


. . . Exhibition, 1896. Reproduced through the courtesy of the Department of Com- 
Previous to this time public baths jerce and Labor, U. S. A 
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this act in 1900. Albany, Rochester, Syracuse, erection of public baths. That the movement has 
Troy, and other cities followed. since grown rapidly is shown by the fact that while 
Massachusetts also adopted a public bath law, at the close of the nineteenth century not more than 
germissive instead of mandatory in its character, a dozen American cities had public baths, as many 
under which Boston started what has become one as thirty-six such cities were listed in the Bulletin 
{: the most complete systems of public baths in this of the Bureau of Labor for September, 1904. Since 
this latter date not only have other cities built public 
baths, but more baths are being built in cities where 
public baths have already been established, to meet 
the increased demands made upon them as the pub- 
| lic becomes educated to their use. 
| The value of the public bath is something so uni- 
| versally conceded that it needs no extended argu- 
\ ment in its behalf. It is only necessary to point out 
the fact that it makes for comfort and de- 
cency and serves to elevate taste; that it 
stimulates self-respect and arouses a desire 
for self-improvement, thus becoming an 
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Longitudinal section, model bathhouse shown at Berlin Indus- 
trial Exhibition, 1896. Illustration reproduced through the cour- | | 





tesy of the Department of Commerce and Labor, U. S. A, 1A _— 








ow About the same time Brooklyn, 
iladelphia and Chicago commenced the 





Longitudinal section of dressing and shower 
cabin, model bathhouse shown at Berlin Indus- ' 
trial Exhibition, 1896. Reproduced through the 
courtesy of the Department of Commerce and 
Labor, U. S. A. , 





important factor in making for good citizenship. 
And it may also be used to satisfy the recreative 
needs of the people. 

In all these ways the public bath is the answer 
to a strong sociologic demand. This demand is re- 
inforced by the absence of bath tubs in the houses 
of the poorer classes, especially in the tenement 

















Diels of dressing ‘and thawer ctbin, crowing Tathees. * districts, where the heat of summer increases dis- 
e. Statistics 

Ground plan of dressing and shower cabin, model bath- comfort to an almost unbearable degr : S 
= shown at Berlin Industrial Exhibition, 1896. Re- collected show that the best and comparatively re- 
ced through the courtesy of the Department of Com- = Cant tenement house construction in New York 92 


herce and Labor, U. & A 
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Municipal Bath in Buffalo, N. Y. 
the Department of Commerce and Labor, U 


per cent and in Chicago 8&7 per cent of the new 
apartments are supplied with bath tubs; but the 
districts are much 


tenement 


older houses in the 
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Municipal Bath No. 2, Yonkers, N. Y. Reproduced 
through the courtesy of the Department of Commerce and 
Labor, U. S. A. 





teproduced through the courtesy of 
ae 


worse off, as is shown by the results of a canvass of 
the Fifteenth Assembly District of New York City 
in 1896; the average was found to be one bath tub to 











Floor plans of Bath No. 1 and Bath _No 
2, maintained by the municipality Bul- 
falo, N. Y Reproduced through t! cour- 
tesy of the Department of Coimmerce and 


Labor, U. S. 
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Sectional elevation 
Reproduced 


U. S. A. 





every 79 families, while 
in some blocks the pro- 
portion was as low as 








one tub to each 440.3 
families. 
While conditions are 


undoubtedly improving 


in this respect, it seems 





clear that there exists a 
great and genuine need which cannot be met in any 
other way, and that, in the words of William Paul 
Gerhard, ani@@thority on the subject, “It is the duty 
of the muni¢ipality 

to. provide cheap 
baffshouses or peo- 
ple’s baths.” 


Barber shop 
baths, or any pri- 
vate baths with 
fees attached, are 
too expensive to be 
practicable for 
those whose needs 
Bath- 


ing in the home, 


are greatest. 


with such facilities 
as the family wash 
tub and the kitchen 
faucet, is too in- 
‘onvenient to en- 
courage the bather 
to frequent indul- 
gence in the habit. 
{nd bathing in 
livers, lakes or 


Misuse of bathtubs in cheap 


tesy of “Modern Sanitation.” 


ee 


and 
through the 


tenements 
class of tenement dwellers to appreciate the 





floor plan of the Municipal Bath, Yonkers, N. Y 
of the Department of Commerce and Labor, 


first 
courtesy 


such bodies of water. when (as is not often the 


case) they happen to be at hand, is necessarily re 
stricted to the summer months. 

The only means of cleanliness for the great body 
ot the people which is not open to the serious objec 
tion of expense or inconvenience is the free public 
bath. And in addition to this, 


many observers are 


able to see other conditions in every large city 


which to their minds constitute a sanitary justifica 
tion of the public bath. Principal among thes: 
conditions is the “lodging house evil.””. The mayor's 


committee ( New York City), in 1ts report on public 





baths 
Reprodus ‘ J 


would eduent this 
through 


The use of 
hath 


public 


private 











What it 
through the 


means 


baths, declares: 
the lodging 
flotsam and jetsam 
of a great city; be- 
cause they are nee: 
are dirty and 
unclean. The ten- 


dency of the lodg- 


they 


ing house 1s down- 
wards, and the en- 
such 
as keeps a man 
VICIOUS. The 
patrons of many of 
the present lodging 
houses are a men- 
ace to the sanitary 
safety of the com- 
munity.” 


vironment is 


This may be 
overdrawn, but the 
view is worthy of 
consideration, as 
well as the statis- 
tics upon which 
is based, which are 
presented along 
with the report. 
These showed a 





to 
courtesy 


houses 
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without 
“Modern 


ot 


public 


baths for 


Sanitation.” 


lower 


classes. 


the 


“The majority of the patrons of 


the the 
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dweller 








tenements. 


Reproduced 


total of 95 baths in 
112 lodging houses 
harboring — 15,233 
lodgers. The re- 
port goes on to de- 
clare that “‘a sys 
tem of public baths 
is an imperative 
need, not only asa 
means of healthful 
living, but also as 
a necessity for 
counteracting _ the 
unsanitary condi- 
tions of the occu- 
piers of the lodg- 
ing houses.” 
Certainly, all will 
agree, the use of 
the public bath 
would do the 
‘lodging house oc- 
cupiers” no harm, 
and if it did not 


keep them well, would at least tend to keep them 


happv ; 


while it would have. 


here even more than 
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courtesy of ‘“‘Modern Sanitation.” 


The provision of booth baths in a New York public 


school. 


Reproduced 


through the 




















in ordinary 
cases, justifica- 
tion on esthetic 
grounds. 

The ideal con- 
dition of meet- 
ing this socio- 
logic need is un- 
doubtedly the 
public bath 
house, either ab- 
solutely free, or 
charging only a 
nominal fee. It 
has beenas- 
serted by many 
that the charg- 
ing of a small 
fee removes the 
“taint of char- 
ity,’ while it is 
contended, on 


Waiting 
the 


courtesy 


room 


of 
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for men in one of the public baths at Pittsburg, Pa. Reproduced through 
“Modern Sanitation.”’ 


the other hand, that the smallest fee will keep away between these two theories is in vogue, a fee being 


many of those who need it most. 


However this charged except on certain free days and evenings. 


may be, the attitude of the public toward the free In Chicago, no charge is made at any of the shower 
public library makes it seem extremely probable that or pool baths, and at only one of the beach baths, 
the fear of the “taint of charity” is a figment of that at Lincoln Park, where a charge of five cents 


the imagination. 


is made for suits when they are furnished. The 


In some cities a method which is a compromise Carter H. Harrison bath of Chicago is, so far as is 


The People’s Bath House, 
by Mrs. William Thaw, Jr. 





y of “Modern Sanitation.” 


presented to Pittsburg, Pa., _ 
Reproduced through the cour- = facilities, are absolutely free. No charge of any 
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Plan of Shower Baths 


Floor plan, front elevation and longitudinal section of 
a stall in a recently built New York Public Bath. Illus- 
tration reproduced from Bulletin 54, U. S. Bureau of La- 
bor, and through the courtesy of the Department of Com- 
merce and Labor, U. S. A. 




















known, the first free public bath in the modern 
world. 
The baths of Buffalo, including also the laundry 
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1 facturer. his, together wit! the 
individual towels, which are washed 
and sterilized after each using, as 
are also the bathing suits, does 
away with any possible danger of, 
infection which might be consid- 
ered to exist. 

The degree to which the free 
public bath can meet the needs 
which have called it into existence 
is best shown by the statistics of 
attendance at certain typical Amer- 
ican public baths. An interesting 
case is that of Buffalo, N. Y., 
whose latest available report, that 
for 1906, shows that this city has 
two free public baths, open every 
week-day in the year from 7 o'clock 
a.m. to g o'clock p. m. The first 
of these baths was opened January 
1, 1897, in an Italian tenement dis- 
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4 
The first free public bath in the world. 
Chicago Illustration reproduced through the courtesy 


of Health of the City of Chicago. 

Hlartford, 
York City, 
Rochester, 
N. Y.., 


nominal 


kind is made at 


rr 1 { ke, 


Brooklyn, Hoboken, 
Louisville, Milwaukee, New 
Philadelphia, Portland, Providence, 
Springfield, Mass., Taunton, Mass., 
\Vorcester. In all other 
charge of 


Troy, 
and cities a 
from one to tive cents 1s made for the 


use of the bath privileges, including soap and 


towel. 

Small individual cakes of soap are used, pretera- 
These 
manu- 


bly so small as to preclude a second using. 
are collected afterward and re-sold to the 





The Carter H. Harrison I 
of the 


g3ath in 
Department 








Madden. Free Pub Bath, 


floor plan Martin B 


_ First 
Chicago. 
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trit. During the first nine years of its existence, 606,728 baths and “its business has been, at times, 
it provided 725,487 baths. It has fourteen showers up to its capacity.” This, with eighteen bathing 
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t 
yv oH es ‘i rere 
First floor and sectional elevation of the Kosciuszko Free Public Bath, Chicago Reproduced through the cour- 
tesy of the Department of Health of the City of Chicago. 
and a capacity of forty-two baths per hour. The cabinets, gives 27 baths an hour. Taking both 
second of the free public baths of Buffalo was these baths together, they provide respectively 
opened January 2, 1go1. In five years it provided 77,675 and 116,975 baths per vear, or a total of 
iG 
ve 
, WOR sip 
Prine 
a 
tee © 
th, Interior of the first free public bath in the world, the Carter H. Harrison Bath of. Chicago. Illustration repro= 


duced through the courtesy of the Department of Health of the City of Chicago. 
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194,650 baths. During a similar period, Boston, The question of how many can be accommodated 
with her year-round shower and pool baths alone brings up another question as to the desirability of 
classifying the patrons of the public baths. Except 
in so far as a division along the lines of the sexes, 
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The Plunge, East 23d St. Public Bath, in New York 
City. Reproduced through the courtesy of “Modern San- 
itation.” 


the men coming on certain days and the women on 
others, as is made necessary by lack of separate  ! 
Type of office in public bath as constructed in New rooms, or in so far as children are admitted free 9 5) 
York City. This office commands entrance to both men’s ™ wor ; , . T 
and women’s sections. Reproduced through the courtesy Only on certain days, no attempt at classification or 
ee restriction has been attempted in this country; ex- J % 
provided 768,458 baths. Milwaukee had a total cept at Baltimore, where a third public bath has § ™ 
of 567,625 baths. New York City’s figures were been built for the use of the colored people of the de 
776,917, and Chicago’s were 552,992, while Phil- city. is 
adelphia, with its fifteen pool baths, reaches the But the most important question of all is that of 
number of 4,453,108. These statistics are accord- location. In times past this has perhaps been de- 
ing to the report in Bulletin No. 54, Bureau of cided more or less on grounds foreign to the 
Labor. merits of the question. The desire of an alder- 
man to have the 
latest public im- 
provements located 
in his ward, or the 
desire of some it 
fluential real estate 
owner to sell his 
land to the city, 
has occasionally 
played too impor: 
tant a part in the 
delicate task of 
selecting a site for 
the public bath. 
The general rule, 
if such it can & 
called, for locating 
such _ institutions 
was laid down very 
simply by Dt 
Simon Baruch 
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An orderly crowd waiting for a bath at on Sanitation.” 
Reproduced through the courtesy of “‘Moderne of the free public baths in New York City. 
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1889 as follows: “They must 
be located in the very center of 
overcrowded districts.” 

The object is, of course, to ac- 
commodate as many as possible 
of those who need baths. The 
public baths of England have 
been, within the last few years, 
severely criticized by certain 
experts, as not being located so 
as to secure this object. “They 
are,” it is said, “‘so situated, and 
so elaborate in their appliances, 
that they are chiefly patronized 
by classes who can afford pri- 
vate baths.” 

The public baths of the 
United States are generally 
much less open to this criticism, 

- @ and are often found admirably 
adjusted to the conditions. In 

















~- 


n but few of them, however, has Exterior of Municipal Bath No. 2, Baltimore, Md. Illustration reproduced 
. there been an attempt at any through the courtesy of the Department of Commerce and Labor, U, 8S. A. 


e jm system so complete as that outlined by A. Hessel lishments, containing swimming pools for each sex, 
yr @ Jillman, in a paper read before the Royal Institute as well as tubs, shower and hot air baths. 2. Dis- 
.. Of British Architects, in February, 1899. Mr. Till- trict bath and wash houses, smaller, nearer together, 
15 | Man suggests the establishment of a municipal bath and placed in the poorest and most crowded dis- 
ie & department, embodying three types of bathing estab- _tricts, each building containing not more than 50 














lishments. These are: “1. Centra] bathing estab- showers, and from 30 to 50 washing compartments. 
of 3. People’s baths, very small 
e- | Sed buildings, consisting of several 
he double cells 6x3% feet, serving 
of as dressing and washing com- 
he partments, the aim being to | 
m provide in the simplest and 
ed cheapest manner’ baths for the 
he a : crowded districts.” 
in- | | So elaborate a plan is hardly | 
ate ae advisable for most of our : 
his i a a American cities, however. And 
ity, . ies | i) in the selection of a site, there ! 
ally i , | are so many local conditions 
yor: Ra affecting the solution of the 
the ma a: problem, that only the broad- 
of ! ae . est principles can be laid down. 
for eet St. Paul, for instance, was able 
: | ah. | to build a bath house in con- 
“ule, & nection with a _ public play- 
be ground and pavilion on what 
ting was a waste island in the Mis- 
jons a _ lee Sissippi river, opposite the busi- 
— ) ness center of the city. The 
Dr Mf attic taundry tm, Municipal Bath No, 2, Baletpore. Ma. Iiustration reprz” committee or board which has 
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in charge the selection of a site need always to be 


opportunists. Although baths are most needed in 
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Basement and first floor plan of Municipal Bath No. 1, 
Baltimore, Md Illustration reproduced through the cour- 
tesy of the Department of Commerce and Labor, U. S. A. 
industrial sections of a city, it is sometimes the case 
that land may be bought very cheaply on the edge 
of a growing town, where a few years later there 
will have sprung up a thickly populated district, in 
which case a more complete’ and better equipped 
building can be erected with the appropriation, than 
if costly land had been purchased and _ buildings 
The tol- 
lowing figures from Buffalo, N. Y., though they do 


razed to make room for the public bath. 
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is the L Street Beach Bath. 


DOMESTIC ENGINEERING 


not illustrate such a case as the above, are : 


theless suggestive: Bath No. 1—Cost of land, $6- 





Beach baths form one of the splendid features of Boston’s public bath system. This 
Reproduced through the courtesy of “Modern Sanitation.” 
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500; cost of building, $8,300. Bath No. 2—Cost 
of land, $2,600; cost of building, $16,395. 
Perhaps the most complete system of public baths 
in this country is that of Boston, whose numerous 
beach baths are supplemented by the Cabot street 
and Dover street baths, the former having also a 
gymnasium and swimming pool in connection with 
it; five other small bath houses with gymnasia, an¢ 
two year-round public baths in schools. This last 
feature, the installa 
| tion of public baths i 
aie schools, is a very fe 


6 oe te - ~ ie a EE «PH De 
ee Megs fs sa 
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cent phase of the 
movement, and 1s 4 
yet, I believe, cor 
fined to Boston. 

3ut a public bath 
system whichis 
steadily growing, and 
which is one of the 
most interesting to 
found anywhere # 


‘ver- 
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the country, is that of Chicago. 


are no less than fourteen public bath houses, besides 





er } a 
‘ —_—* 


Exterior of Dover Street Bathhouse, Boston, Mass. Re- 
produced through the courtesy of “Modern Sanitation.” 


other institutions ministering to the needs 
which will be mentioned later. The admirable loca- 
tion of most of these is worthy of attention. The 
Carter one of 
the most thickly populated quarters of Chicago, 
near Hull House. The John B. Wentworth bath 
house is in a great manufacturing district, contain- 
ing iron foundries, 
other such industries. 


house is 


SAalNle 


H. Harrison bath house stands in 


and 
Madden bath 


brass works, breweries 
The Martin B. 
near the 
stockyards district, 
and also commands 
the “black belt.” 
The Kosciuszko 
bath house is in a 
large Polish 
trict. And so 
down the list. 
The plan of most 
of these 


clis- 
on 


bath 


Nouses is  practi- 


tally as follows: 

The laundry and 

heaters are in the 

basement. In 

front - 4 waitine A wading pool which forms 
~ . S small parks. Reproduced 


In that city there 


one 
through 


ENGINEERING 


to 


- 
_ 


room, witha bench running around its sides, and 


containing a drinking fountain. beyond 1s a room 
with bath cabinets and dressing rooms on each side 


The 


from 15 in the William Mavor bath house to 31 in 


of a single aisle. number of showers varies 


- = oa 


hi 





with laundries 
Bath in Boston. 
‘Modern 


Some public baths are equipped 
is the laundry of the Dover Street 
Reproduced through the courtesy of 


This 
Mass 


Sanitation.’’ 


the Martin Bb. Madden bath house. The tempera 
ture 1s regulated by an attendant. Eight minutes is 
allowed tor hot water, two minutes for cold, and 
ten for undressing and dressing, making twenty) 
minutes in all to each bath, which, except at rush 
times, 1s increased to thirty minutes. There are dif- 
terent days for men and women. The hours are from 


10 to 12 oclock a. m., and from 1 to 9 o’clock p. m. 


Supplementing these are the beach baths and two 


haths for men at pumping stations. But more inter 


esting than these, perhaps most interesting of all, 


are the baths located 1n the small parks of the city’s 


celebrated system. It would be beside the point to 





of the most vs iluable features of Chicago’s system of 


the courtesy of Modern Sanitation.” 
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Gymnasium in South Boston Bathhouse, Boston, Mass. 


“Modern Sanitation.” 


enter here into a description of all the features of 
these admirable institutions, save to remark that 
here the bath and laundry are united with the gym- 
nasium, library, reading room, restaurant, lecture 
and dancing hall, playground, and practically every 





free public 
bath in New York City. Reproduced through 
the courtesy of “Modern Sanitation? 


Exterior of the West 60th St. 


form of healthful amusement for children and 
adults, in one comprehensive and beneficent scheme. 

Of these small parks there are now 15, and they 
are continually being added to. “The work of 
choosing park sites,” say the South Park Commis- 


sioners in an official report, ““was done in a system- 
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atic and = careiul 
manner. Sealed 
proposals were re- 
ceived, localities 
examined, and the 
needs of the neigh- 
borhood 
oughly canvassed.” 
In area the parks 
vary from  Sher- 
man and Ogden 
parks’ sixty acres 
to Seward park’s 
less than two acres, 
and have facilities 
in accordance with 
their size. 

All of them con- 
tain, in addition to 
the showers, a feature absent from the city’s twelve 
bath houses, a large swimming pool. All have 


thor- 


le al 


Reproduced through courtesy of 






































First floor plan, Wm, R. Mavor Free 
Public Bath, Chicago. 
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An ideal swimming pool in 
the courtesy of “Modern Sanitation.’ 


of different hours for 
Altogether, the 


separate sections instead 
shower baths for men and women. 
advantages of these small parks are such that those 
of the regular bath houses are dimmed in compari- 
son. 

E. R. Pritchard, secretary of the Chicago health 
department, has said: 
ground pools,’ or small parks, with their giant bath- 
ing facilities are rapidly taking our clientele 
us.” And, in the 
words of E. B. De 
Groot, director of 
athletics for the 
South Park board, 
“There is evidence 
on every hand that 
the new parks and 
squares are factors 
of great value in 
the solution of the 
problem of how to 
make city life less 
detrimental to the 
physical, mental 


“The magnificent new ‘play- 


from 
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a 
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and moral welfare 
of the masses.” 
As to construc- 
tion, it was the 
idea of Dr. Simon 
Baruch, the 
pioneer of the 


courtesy of “Modern Sanitation.’ 
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Armour Square Small Park in Chicago. 
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Ideal Swimming Pool in Armour Square Small Park in Chicago 
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Public 


movement, 


American 
Bath 
that the exterior of 
public baths “must 
be modest, so as 
not to repel the 
poor and lowly by 
their architectural 
and 
“they 


pretensions, ” 
also that 
should be 


so that a 


con- 
structed 
cleansing bath may 
be secured without 


trouble or expense, 


or at a very trifling 
expense, ali | with- 
out sacrifice of 


much time.” 

The first 
of the 
not been 


clause 


Reproduced through 


above has 
under- 
stood by Dr. Baruch’s tollowers today to mean that 
the city should both substantial 
might be 
The examples which 


not erect an edifice 


and attractive, and comporting so far as 


with its own civic dignity. 


may be seen in the principal American cities com- 


bine pleasing architecture with economy of ex 
penditure—surel\ happy combination 

The materials are wood, brick, brick and stone, 
brick and marble, brick and terra cotta, brick and 
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architecture of the public bath should conform to ideas of simplicity and perma- 
; Cleveland. 


This 


through 


oe 


oid. 


it bath. 


room art! 


lS 


t} 


stone 


with are constructed. 


the Orange Avenue 
¢ courtesy of 
and cement. 


“Modern 


sath 


corrugated 


Hiouse 
Sanitation.” 


iron, 


and 


Gymnasium 


and 
The most popular materials of perma- 
nent structures are. of course. brick. and brick and 


stone, of which most of the examples shown here- 


The arrangement of the interior depends on the 


and on what other features are incor- 


1d 


Chicago's 


through 


the 


laundry 
public 
courtesy 


in the 
bathhouses., 
of 


“Modern 


basement of 


Repro- 


Sani- 


? 





in 


Repro- 


porated with it A 
laundry is installed 
in certain | the 
baths of Baltimore. 
Cleveland, Troy and 
Chicago, and in 
Philadel- 


provision 1S 


oO! 


~ 
—?, 
' 


falo and 
phia 
made for the wash- 
ing and drying of 
underclothing. ‘This 


has been found in 
those cities to be of 
real service to the 
poorer classes, and 


this feature deserves 
consideration in the 
planning of 
public bath houses. 

If the bath is built 


new 


in connection with a 
gymnasium, the in- 
terior arrangement 
will be governed by 
this circumstance. 
As to the 
bath to be 
preference 


type of 
installed, 
is almost 
universally given to 


the shower, for reasons which may be enumerated 


as tollows: 


outlay than the tub. 


The shower requires a smaller initial 
[t is not so subject to wear 


% 


Hiow 
hath at 


through 





a Chicago crowd looks waiting for 
the Kosciuszko Bathhouse. Reproduce 
the courtesy of “Modern & tion 
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ani tear. It occupies only one- 
ha ft the [t takes less 
time to each bath. It cleanses 
th: body tar more thoroughly. 
It takes less water, I1 instead 
of 50 gallons to the bath. It 
bviates the labor of 
emptying and cleaning tubs. It 
does away with the fear of in- 
fection. It 1s more refreshing. 
On account of greater com- 


space. 


filling, 


—~ 


parative convenience, it encour- 
ages the habit of frequent bath- 
ing. 

Whether pools, or swimming 


tanks should be used in 
with the shower 
pends on a variety of considera- 
among which are the 


character of the patrons of the 


con- 
nection de- 
ti ms, 


bath, the amount of space avail- 
able, and the element of ex- 
pense. These pools, except in 
a few cases where they have 


Street 
the 


Gaskill 
through 
been built too small, have usually been popular 
features of such institutions. In how- 
ever, “the trustees feel that one such a!l-the- 
year-round swimming pool its all the city should 


Boston. 


undertake to provide; they will not approve,” 
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and Washhouse, Philadelphia, Pa Reproduced 


of Department of Commerce and Labor, U. S. A 


according to the 1907 report, “of swimming pools 
any bath 
which may be built.” In some cities, such as 
Holyoke, Kansas City, Mo., Newark, N. J., Phil- 
adelphia and Utica, the pool is given thé prefer- 


in future houses and gymnasiums 
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Basement. first and second floor plans of the Gaskill Street Public Bath and 
Department of Commerce 


Produced through the courtesy of the 
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Interior of the Gaskill 


through the eourtesy 


ence, with or without 
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ing the pool is the women 
hair-drying room. The second 
floor is occupied by reading 
and lecture rooms and _ th 
superintendent's office, whi! 
the laundry is in the basement. 
The pool itself, which 
overlooked by a_ spectators’ 
gallery, has marble steps at 
each of the four corners lead- 
ing to the water. A large cop- 
per gargoyle located at the end 
of the tank supplies a stream 
of water which tends to sweep 
the surface of the pool clear of 
impurities. At distances of 
eight feet are located incon- 
spicuous marble  cuspidors, 
firmly set into the wall of the 
tank, each with a waste-pipe 


Street Washhouse, Philadelphia, Pa. Reproduced attached. and having a brass 
of the Department of Commerce and Labor, U. S. A ' 


hand-rail bolted to it and run- 


showers in connection with ning around the pool. Each bather is, of course, 


it. In Albany, Milwaukee, Syracuse, Brookline, required to take a shower with soap before entering 


Mass., and other cities, the showers and pools are the pool. Instruction in swimming is given also 


siven about equal consideration in the constructt : : ~L: 
5 | | ” , the constructton at certain pool baths in Milwaukee, Chicago, Cleve- 


of public baths. 


The public bath at Brookline is especially inter- 
esting, bearing as it does the reputation of being 
one of the most attractive and complete in the coun- 
try. The space in this large T-shaped structure 1s 


occupied at the 
back by a pi 0] 
46x8o feet, witha 
depth of seven 
feet at one end 
and four at the 
other; this 1s sur 

rounded on three 
sides by dressing 
rooms, 42 1m num 

ber, with five 
showers in the 
same hall. In 
front, on one side 
of the waiting 
room, is a room 
containing more 
baths, and on the 
other the instruc- 
tion room for 
swimming. At the 
opposite end of 


the hall contain- 








land, Hoboken, Newark, New York City, Provi- 
dence, St. Paul, Washington, D. C., and Worcester, 
Mass. Tubs are often used to supplement the 


showers in the public baths of American cities, but 
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Plunge in the West 60th Street Bath, New York City. Reproduced 
through the courtesy of “Modern Sanitation.” 
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A good foot-bath can be se- 
p cured in connection with the 
. shower, by having a depression 


in the floor six inches deep, with 





all angles rounded off, supplied 
with waste perforations inade- 
quate to carry off the water quite 
as tast as it flows in; so that 
there will be tour inches of 





water for the bather to stand 
in, 

The temperature and volume 
of water may be under the con- 
trol of the bather or of some 
person in charge, according to 
the kind of apparatus used. The 
time allowed for a bath is usually 
twenty minutes. 








The arrangement of the dress- 

| ) | Ing rooms 1s important 1 11S 
Exterior of the celebrateGa Municipal Bath at Brookline, Mass. Illustration re- oS " = in thi 
sroduced through the courtesy of the Department of Commerce and Labor, connection, as providing a means 


es. sh 





whereby much time can be saved, 
there is a strong sentiment against using them at all. in baths whose capacity may be strained to meet the 
The 1906-7 Boston report states that tubs will be demands upon them. If instead of one dressing 
discarded in that city in the future. In Buffalo they room, which must be vacated by one bather before 
have been altogether done away with, except in the it is entered by the next (the bath standing idle in 
infants’ bath room, for children too. young to go the meantime), there are provided two dressing 
under the shower. : rooms to each shower, one on each side, the problem 
Something not generally incorporated into the would seem to be solved. One person could dress 
shower bath system in this country is the “mantle after bathing, another use the shower, and. still a 
shower,’ or “needle bath,” being a device whereby third undress for the bath, all at the same time. 
the bather not only supplies 
himself with water from above, 
but also by means of side pipes 
s able to spray himself from 
both sides. Again, by means 
at an obliquely-placed under 
shower, he may spray himself 
irom below. These _ features 
were included in the “model” 
lath-shower at the Berlin In- 
dustrial Exhibition in 1806. 

The shower spray is some- 
imes placed at an angle of 45 
degrees, as vertical streams of 
later falling upon the head are 
‘nsidered unpleasant. Out of 
utther consideration for the 
lalth and comfort of the bath- 


TS, draughts, believed by many 





Nan. 
“opie to cause colds, should be 
Yoded in the construction of 


Plunge in the celebrated Municipal Bath at Brookline, Mass. Illustration re- 
Ne bath cabinet. + an through the courtesy of the Department of Commerce afid Labor. U. 
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—gql_:~=Cé«lessing rooms altogether, has been introdiced ip 
| some of the public bath houses of Chicago, and also 
| in the baths in the small parks of that city. The 
















Speed in bathing large numbers requires the open Copyright 1908 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works. Plan of | 
shower. Interior of the Fernand Henrotin Public Bath in shower with two dressing rooms, permitting one person 
Chicago. to bathe while another is preparing for the bath. 






sé 


The saving of time by this arrangement would ob- only bath now wholly given over to the “open 






viously be very great. But another plan which shower” system is the Carter H. Harrison bath 






solves the problem by doing away with the separate house, which formerly had 34 bath cabinets, but 
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length of time each shower compartment is supplied with two separate dressing rooms, permitting on person " he 
bathe while another is preparing for the bath. 


Copyright 1908 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works. To facilitate bathing a large number of persons with 








now accommodates the same number of bathers 

with 20 open showers. The newest of the public 

so @ tath houses, the Fernand Henrotin and the William 

he @ Loeffler, are part “open shower” and part “closed.” 
Most of the small park baths have adopted this 
feature. So successful has it been that it is believed 
by many of those connected with the work in that 
city that it will later be used altogether to the com- 
plete exclusion of the separate cabinets. 

In this “open shower” system, there is one large 
dressing room, with lockers for the clothing of the 
bathers. The showers, not being enclosed, may be 
used almost continuously, one bather following an- 
other the moment the last has completed his bath. 
The advantages of this method are particularly 

1 of @ obvious. 

me Separate baths and dressing rooms for the 
two sexes seem to be preferable to the plan 

Pe) of different hours or different days, and 

ath @ where space allows, the building should be so 

but @ arranged. ; 

A good example of interior construction is fur- 
nshed by Bath No. 2, Buffalo, N. Y. Here the 
brick walls are painted with enamel paint, the 
floors are of concrete, the partitions of slate in 
iron frames. “The use of marble for partition 
walls,” says G. W. W. Hanger in Bulletin No. 54 
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A more recent example of the Free Public Bath in Chi- 


cago. The Fernand Henrotin Public Bath. 
of the Bureau of Labor, “is a novelty in most pub- 
lic baths. But,” he continues, “in the end its use 






will probably be justified by its superior durability 
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weg PY ght 1908 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works. 





Mixing chamber and rain showers as designed for public bath 
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Semi-protected stall for showers in 23d Street Y. M Controlling valves of showers in Houston Street 
(* 


schoo! 
A., New York City. Illustration reproduced through Bath, New York City. Illustration shown through th 
the courtesy of Meyer-Sniffen Company, New York. courtesy of the J. L. Mott Iron Works. 

and cleanliness.”” Jn the newest of the public baths and in school baths frequented by unthinking boys, 
of Paris, according to the same authority, Piscine, glass will be broken, and should not be used. Sheet 
in the Place Hébert, the walls of the shower bath glass with woven wire 1s used for partitions 1n some 


cabinets are of opaque glass, set in iron frames. bath houses, as in the people’s bath near Schilling’s 


In localities in which rough usage may be expected, Bridge, in Berlin. The partition walls in_ the 





























Copyright 1908 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works. Showers in the Reade & Gouverneur Street School in N: 
City, the arrangement being made to accommodate a large number of pupils in a limited time. 






















baths when provision is 


through the 


Children frequent the public 
made for them. Reproduced 
"Modern Sanitation.” 





courtesy of 







shower rooms in the Vienna people’s baths are of 
In one 





gement on wire lathing, and are unpainted. 
of the newest and finest private bath houses in Ber- 
lin, the walls of the shower cabinets are painted 

with a peculiar Japan lacquer paint, so-called, which 














Corridor on women’s side of Free Public Baths in New 
York City. Reproduced through the courtesy of “‘Modern 
Sanitation.” 
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dressing 


The roof of the rooms in the John Jay Park 
Bath in East 76th Street, New York City, is 
with wire netting and the opening below the 
that 
through the courtesy of 


covered 
stall is also 


burglary is impossible Reproduced 


“Modern Sanitation.” 


protected so 


is said to withstand heat, water and soapsuds, and 
to be suitable for application to wood, stone, metal 
or cement. A somewhat similar kind of paint has 
been used upon the wooden dressing room doors in 
the swimming hall of the Pompeiian bath, belong- 
ing to the parish of St. Marylebone, in London. 
enameled slate, as used for partitions and doors of 
private bath rooms in certain baths in Manchester 
and J.ondon, is said to require careful treatment to 


tag 
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Shower bath connecting with dressing room in the John 


Jay Park Free Public Bath, New York City Reproduced 


through the courtesy of “Modern Sanitation.” 
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dependent on other considerations. Pyb 
lic property is in some sections in greater 
danger of wanton damage than private 
property, so that the presence of a cus- 
todian is a real necessity. 

It is related that when the Kosciuszko 
bath in Chicago, which is situated in an 
immense Polish district, was in process of 
erection, “free fights’ were common, for 
the population, not understanding the pur- 
pose of its beneficence, were determined 
to raze it to the ground. The building 
had to be guarded night and day by 
policemen and detectives.* Now, however, 
the bath is recognized by the same popu- 
lation as a blessing. 

At the counter bathing suit, towel and booth check are taken Living rooms for the superintendent ate 
by, bevs waiting in line. Mapeeduced through the courtesy «£ provided in certain public beth hous @ 

the following cities: Albany, Boston, 

keep it from flecking and chipping off. Finally, the Buffalo, Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, New York 
construction of the public bath house is further de- City, Rochester, St. Paul, Syracuse, Troy and 
termined by the fact of whether it will contain liv- Yonkers. 
ing rooms for the superintendent. If it does not, There is still to be considered the cost of the 
and is not built in connection with a gymnasium, the _ 
bath may be limited to one story. Whether the *Lucy Cleveland, “The Public Baths of Chicago,” 
superintendent or caretaker is to live there is again) Modern Sanitation, October, 1908. 
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Do the girls like public bathing? Look at this crowd at the girls’ hour at the Wm. R. Mavor free public bath is 
Chicago. Illustration reproduced through the courtesy of the Department of Health of the City of Chicago. 
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public bath. The cost of the land 1s, 
of course, dependent wholly on the loca- 
tion. But an examination of the value 
of buildings and equipment in various 
cities may be of interest. 


The cost of the Dover street bath, in 
Boston, was $80,846. The building is a 
simple but imposing structure 43 feet 
wide by 110 feet deep. The front, which 
is three stories in height, is constructed 
of granite up to the second floor, and of 
gray mottled brick, with limestone trim- 
mings, from this up to the ornamental 
cornice of the roof. On the first floor 
are separate waiting rooms for men and 
women, together with the laundry and 
engine room in the rear. On the second 
foor are separate bath rooms for men 


and women. The third floor, in the front part of the The bath is equipped with 52 showers, 37 for 
building only, contains an apartment for the man- men and 15 for women, besides a number of tub 


ager Of the baths and his family. 


The interior of the waiting rooms and bathing The attendance at this bath for the year ending 
apartments have a high wainscoting of Knoxville january 31, 1907, was 490,720 men and 202,007 
marble, and the partitions of the baths are of the women, a total of 692,727. The cost of maintenance 
same material. The floors are of terrazzo mosaic. for a typical fiscal year was about $18,000, and the 
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Before entering the swimming pools all bathers are re- 
quired to take a shower. Reproduced through the cour- 
tesy of “‘Modern Sanitation.” 


baths, 





R.AWALLER PUBLIC. BATH 





Men’s hour at the R. A. Waller Free Public Bath, 


Dartment of Health of the City of Chicago. 























Chicago. Illustration reproduced through the courtesy of the De- 
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Copyright 1904 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works Detail 
of equipment in the pay compartment in a public bath. 


receipts from fees $3,500. The cost of the two Showers in West 60th Street Public Bath, New Yor 
Sa , - - ; . - ~ , Y -- City. Users of bath are compelled first to stand under 
public baths at Baltimore was $40,000 and $23,050, thc. showers before going into the plunge. _ Illustratio 
shown through the courtesy of the J. L. Mott Iron Works 














while the yearly cost of maintenance was $6,250 a 
and $5,340. These buildings are respect- - — Yor 
ively 46x70 feet and 40x70 feet+6 inches, | aa SS ; 
both being simple and attractive build- : tH fins 
ings of brick and stone. . mae ay line 
Albany has a very handsome structure for 
which cost, with its equipments, 529,890, oth 
the yearly cost of maintenance being $6,- 
oo. The building contains, besides han 
showers and tubs, a plunge bath 69 feet 000 
long and 26 feet wide. Cos 
That efficient public baths can, however, 55, 
be constructed at a much lower cost 1s Koc 
shown by the case of Yonkers, which has T 
a building of pressed brick, with trim- SW 
mings of marble, 25x62 feet, which cost of t 
only $9,350; and a second, also of pressed and 
brick, with stone trimmings, 67x25 feet, be 
which cost $9,765. an 
New York City’s three great public city’ 
shower baths cost, respectively, $100,000, 
$108,630 and $100,873, while the yearly P 
cost of maintenance for the first, the Riv- 
ington street bath, was $34,000. 
On the other hand, Louisville, Ky.., 
maintains, at a cost of $1,140 per year, a Read | 
public bath with twelve showers and two 
tubs, the cost of building and appliances TI 
being $4,000. inter 
rom this it may be seen that- public | , hous 
. : : Copyright 1904 by J. L. Mott Iron Works. Interior of th mens ote 
baths may be built commensurate with the side, first floor, Public Bath, Hicks Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. facil 























Detail of shower ‘spray and shower head in the New 
Illustration shown through the cour- 


York Athletic Club. 
tesy of the Mevyer-Sniffen Company, New York 

The baths at Brook 
line, \Mlass., cost $48,000, and the amount required 


Statistics for 


inancial abilities of any city. 


for’ yearly maintenance is $8,198. 
other cities are as follows: 
Brooklyn—Cost, $79,300 and $54,564; 
mance, S1,990 and $4,873. Cost, $25, 
rept rted). 


mainte 
Cleveland 
000 (maintenance not Milwaukee 
Lost, $24,363 and $50,000; maintenance, $6,000 and 
$5,000. 
Rochester—Cost, $5,500; maintenance, $3,000. 
That the expenditure of money for this purpose 
is wise and justifiable there can be no doubt, in view 
tthe importance of the public bath to the comfort 
And it may well 


Troy—Cost, $13,000; maintenance, $1,800. 


and well-being of a community. 
be said that the building and maintenance of such 
indication of a 


a institution is an unmistakable 


a | 


city’s pyr IFTCSS , 


PUBLIC BATHS IN SCHOOL HOUSE 
BASEMENTS. 
By REUBEN S. BEMISs, 
Inspector of Plumbing, Providence, R. 1. 
Read before the American Society of Inspectors of Plumbing and Sani- 
tary Engineers. at Omaha, Feb. 8-10, 1909. 

The majority of American cities undoubtedly are 
interested in the question of free public baths. Bath- 
Nouses for the use of those who have no bathing 


‘acilities in their own homes probably would be 
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provided in about every large center of population 
but for the expense. 

Land, buildings and plumbing are costly, and 
there are so many pressing demands for pavements, 
sewers, Water mains, fire department equipment, 
school houses and police service that tax payers 
naturally object to any additional burden and City 
Councils, therefore, hesitate to appropriate money 
for public baths, notwithstanding general belief in 
their desirability and practical value. 

The public bath question has been discussed for 
time in Providence, and as in 


some many other 


cities, no progress has been made because of the 


large appropriation required. It recently occurred 
to the Inspector of Plumbing in Providence that 
parts of existing buildings might be utilized for 
public baths and thus save the city the cost of land 
and specially designed buildings. ‘The City Coun 
cil was requested to make inquiry as to the prac- 
ticability of locating shower baths in the basements 
of some of the school houses located in districts 
where free baths are particularly needed. 

This plan, the Inspector believes, 1s more than a 
mere makeshift, but it is not expected to prove a 
complete solution of the bath problem; it 1s_in- 


tended only as a valuable auxiliary and to meet in 


-— + + 
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Copyright 1904 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works. Interior 


of dressing room and shower compartments in the Pub 
lic Bath. Hicks Street, Brooklyn, N. Y 
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part the needs of the public until the city is able 
to provide bath houses of ample size and modern 


construction. 


This proposition has the merit of simplicity and 
calls for an outlay which may be considered nom- 
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Copyright 1904 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works. Plan of 
the first floor of the Public Bath in Hicks Street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. Axel S. Hedman, architect. 


inal in view of the results to be attained. Not a 
cent need be appropriated for land or buildings ; the 
city now owns the school houses, which are pro- 
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vided with water and sewer connections and steam 
apparatus, which may be used for heating water for 
the shower baths. 

The schools are closed during July and August, 
the months in which baths would be most grateful 
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Copyright 1904 by the J. L. Mott Iron Works. Pian of 
second floor of the Public Bath in Hicks Street, Brookly®, 
N. Y. Axel S. Hedman, architect. 


to the laboring population. Only the basement 
doors need be opened; the upper floors should be 
closed to the public. There is ample room for pat 
titions separating the showers; drainage is easily 
obtained and of course water connections cost pra 
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Trade-Holders Satisfaction. 


“The man who is skillful in holding old customers 
is a better merchant than the one who depends altogether 
upon new ones,” said Benjamin Franklin. IDEAL Boilers 
and AMERICAN Radiators are trade holders, because 


they never fail to give satisfaction. 


Long periods of constant use under 


ing IDEAL Boilers and 
in construction and perfect 


ments. 


HERICAN [DEAL 


AMERICAN RADIATOR COMPANY 


General Offices, 282-286 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 








New York Cincinnati Cleveland Atlanta Brantford, Ont. 
Philadelphia Boston Milwaukee Minneapolis Seattle 
Pittsburg Buffalo Indianapolis Kansas City Omaha 








trying conditions have resulted in show- 
AMERICAN 
Radiators to be properly designed, sound 
in workman- 


ship. Satisfied users are/best advertise- 


Denver 
St. Louis 


San Francisco 
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tically nothing. Bathers can use their own towels 
and thus eliminate the expense of a laundry, and 
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installed in the Jeffer- 
[llustration shown 
Iron Works. 


Detail of shower head and mixer 
son Park Public Bath, New York City. 
through the courtesy of the J. L. Mott 
the attendants can be the regular school janitors, 
who need no instruction in the operation of its steam 
plants employed for heating water. 

Under proper regulations these baths could be 
opened evenings throughout the entire year, use in 
the daytime being permitted only in July and Au- 
gust. 

Estimates of cost, I am confident, will show that 
good bathing facilities can be had at moderate ex- 
penditure for equipment and minimum expense for 
maintenance. Therefore, it is recommended that the 
City Councils designate a school building in a lo- 
cality where home bathrooms are lacking to be sup- 
plied with shower baths for the public. One season 
would demonstrate the practicability of the plan out- 
lined and enable the city to decide whether or not 
other buildings in the tenement district should be 
utilized as bath houses until a more elaborate sys- 
tem can be adopted. 

Shower baths in many schools are reserved for 
pupils, and their effectiveness in encouraging clean- 
liness among children has been proved. 

“Baths before books” is a maxim of Dr. W. H. 
Maxwell, City Superintendent of Schools of New 
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York City. This eminent educator, in an address 
delivered a few weeks since at the American My. 
seum of Natural History before the Playground As 
sociation of America, declared that the usé¢ fulness 
to the city in point of morality of the Carnegie pub- 
lic libraries was small compared with that which 
would accrue from a comprehensive system of pub- 
lic baths. 

‘As I draw books myself from a Carnegie librar 
and watch the children of the public schools 0 
there for reading matter,” said he, “I bless the great 


iron master for what he has done for the inte! lectua! 
improvement and recreation of this city, and yet the 
usefulness from a moral and hygienic point of view 
of the Carnegie libraries is small compared with the 














Detail of shower in Young Men's Institute, New York 
City. Illustration shown through the courtesy of t! 


Meyer-Sniffen Company, New York. 
advantages that would flow from the benevolence 
him who shall increase the number of public schoo! 
baths. 

“T know of no better way for philanthropists & 
promote the physical and moral welfare of the ts 





















ing generation, their health, cleanliness and com- 
fort, tian by placing, say $250,000, at the disposal 
of the Board of Education for the construction of 
: shower baths in all our school buildings in the 


A poore! neighborhoods. ” 

. The benefits of shower baths to the rising gen- 
T\ . 
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Interesting autograph letter to the Editor of ‘“‘Domestic 
the public bath idea in the United States. This letter rec: 


eration are unquestioned, as Dr. Maxwell says, but 
why Jimit them to children? Should not the parents 
also draw some benefit from the costly school build- 
ings for which they are taxed directly or indirectly ? 
The installation of shower baths in the basements 
will be as beneficial to adults as the baths now used 
by the pupils, and if adopted Providence will have 
the credit of being one of the first, if not the first, 
tomake the most comprehensive use of school build- 
ings for the betterment of its residents. 

[am convinced that the bath house plan, as brief- 
'y outlined, is of general interest, and that every city 
which looks into it carefully will find that free baths 
tan be furnished thousands of persons without in- 
jury to school buildings or any appreciable increase 
of expenditure. 

Live Wires 


0 Continued from page 217 


whose straw forms were buried under searching fire in 
t the world’s record time. 
ris The same strategy, the same administrative ability 


ind even more acute executive brains are now needed 
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to shape, modify and solve the commercial problems 
surrounding the business men of today. 

I wish to congratulate the three great associations 
whose recent conventions held in Chattanooga and 
Pittsburg were such a magnificent success 

It is a pleasure to grasp the hands of the members 
of the Southern Supply and Machinery Dealers’ Asso- 
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Engineering” from Dr. Simon Baruch, the originator of 


ymmends shower baths in tenements 


ciation and commend their action in placing at the 
head of that formidable and united band of commercial 
warriors a gentleman of the caliber of Mr. Clark. May 
these warriors under the benign guidance of such a 
president fire the bullets which will forever ring the 
death knell to dishonest dealings, unjustifiable injection 
of questionable methods and the fostering of unwar- 
rantable and shoddy goods. 


[| also wish to extend the hand of welcome to that 
prince of enthusiasts, successful jobber and unfaltering 
worker in the association’s vineyard, W. M. Pattison 
of Cleveland, O. In Mr. Pattison, the National Supply 
and Machinery Dealers’ Association has a working 
president who is backed by men heartily in sympathv 
with a square deal. 


These two wide-awake jobbers’ associations, which 
are composed of the cream of the jobbing fraternity 
of the North and South, are unanimous in their ap 
proval of the great work being done by the American 
Supply and Machinery Manufacturers’ Association 
They have unanimously endorsed not only the heroic 
stand the latter association has taken in promulgating 
a “Declaration of Principles,” but also back up this 
sentiment by a resolution pledging these two great 


jobbing associations to buy the high grade goods manu- 
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factured by the American Supply and Machinery Manu- 
facturers’ Association. 

I wish to add my feeble but joyous acclaim to those 
noble men who are fighting for principles and who 
comprise the american Supply and Machinery Manu- 
facturers’ Association. 

When the name of John Trix, the dean of as grand a 
galaxy of fighters as ever upheld the tenets of an asso- 
ciation, was mentioned for president, it was like the 
resounding charge of a Maxim gun. It was John Trix 
first, last and all the time. 

Why such loyalty on the part of the members of a 
large organization? The answer is simple. The con- 
clusion is decisive. 

Gentlemen, the name of John Trix is synonymous 
with honesty. He is a man of business integrity. His 
long life has been devoted to business interests. He 
has viewed the struggle of humanity from the vantage 
point of a disciplinarian. He has seen hundreds of 
firms go down because they tried to cheat the people. 
Sooner or later the American people will denounce and 
refuse its support to any individual, firm or corpora- 
tion which tries and does take advantage of the liberty 
and protection, and their concomitants, bestowed upon 
them by the constitution of this nation. 

Yes, John Trix stands for a square deal. That is 
exactly why you gentlemen rushed to his standard and 
elected him president. 

It is that same spirit of fairness, and a determination 
to stand for something, and act upon that something, 
which is making manufacturers sit up and take notice. 

The genuine business man of today does not care 
for social tranquillity. He wants social activity in asso- 
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ciations and conventions. The Bacchanalian feasts and 
features at conventions are out of date. They haye 
been relegated to the past and have a superannuated 
smell. 

Intellectual emtertainment arouses a dormant cop. 
science and inspires ennobling deeds. 

The most conspicuous feature of these two great 
conventions, to my mind, was the noticeable develop. 
ment along the lines of ethical consciousness. 

Such development necessarily means self improve. 
ment. 

Self improvement is brought about by turning the 
search light, thought and meditation, inward. 

Such ethical progress radiates to fellow-men ani 
carries the torch of independence in thought, deed 
and action so requisite for a moral awakening in busi- 
ness circles. 

One hundred thousand business men in correlated 
lines will read these words. Thanks to the activity of 
many associations, who are interested in spreading the 
gospel of “square deal” and aid Domestic Engineering’: 
large circulation by sending out thousands of supple- 
mentary reprints of these editorials. 

If my words inspire confidence in the work 9 
associations which are trying to better business con- 
ditions in this country and aid in arousing men to a 
realization of the moral obligations they owe the entire 
body politic, I shall not have labored in vain. 


Elmer Crawford. 


Grinnell, Iowa.—The Russell Sewage Disposal Con- 
pany, of Burlington, Ia., furnished the sewerless sewage 
disposal system which was recently installed at G. L. 
Miles’s residence in this city.—Adv. 
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